
CHAPTER 25 - TAX CLEARANCE & TAX BOND 
 
Code References: 
 
Subdivision Map Act Sections: 66492 – 66494.1 
Los Angeles County Code - Title 21 Section 21.36.100 
 
25.1 State Law 
Per State law prior to the filing of any final map or parcel map with the legislative body, 
the subdivider  shall, in accordance with procedures established by the county, file with 
the county recorder of the county in which any part of the subdivision is located, a 
certificate or statement from the official computing redemptions in any public agency in 
which any part of the subdivision is located, showing that, according to the records of 
that office, there are no liens against the subdivision or any part thereof for unpaid, 
state, county, municipal or local taxes or special assessments collected as taxes, 
except taxes or special assessments not yet payable. 
 
25.2 Overview of Los Angeles County Tax Clearance and Tax Bond Process 
All subdivisions within the County of Los Angeles are subject to compliance for “Tax 
Clearance” and “Tax Bonding” prior to recordation per the Subdivision Map Act.  Tax 
clearances are issued by and paid to the Los Angeles County Treasurer-Tax Collector’s 
office.  In order to expedite a tax clearance a cashier’s check is the preferred method of 
payment for instant tax clearance.  Tax bond amounts are determined by the Los 
Angeles County Office of the Assessor and paid to Land Development Division, 3rd 
floor, of Los Angeles County Department of Public Works.  The tax year is on a fiscal 
year and runs from July 1st through June 30th.   
 
25.3 Submittal Requirements for Processing of Tax Clearance and Tax Bond 
In order to process a subdivision map for tax clearance and tax bond the following items 
need to be submitted in the tax package to Land Development Division, 3rd floor.  The 
tax package includes: 
 

 2 sets or copies of the final map 

 Digital disk 

 Date of approval/expiration of tentative map 

 Tax clearance processing fee and 5-year tax history provided by a title company 
2 exact scale (11” x 17”) duplicates of the most recent Assessor Map Book page 
or pages with the proposed division of land outlines in red. 

 Submit original and 2 copies of the bond estimate declaration and tax bond 
processing fee 

 Recording fees ($10 for first sheet and $3 for each additional sheet) 

 Preliminary subdivision report/Final Guarantee.  A preliminary subdivision report 
is required for the initial submittal.  An original final guarantee with the wet 
signature of the title officer dated within the last 3 months is required for all tracts 
and for any parcel maps for which the owner(s) statement certificate is required 



on the title sheet.  The final guarantee must be received by this office prior to 
recordation.  The Registrar-Recorder’s office will not record any subdivision 
which has an owners statement on the title sheet unless it is accompanied by 
said original final guarantee with the wet signature of a title officer. 

 
25.4 Tax Clearance 

   All tract and parcel maps eligible for recordation must have tax clearance.  A tax 
clearance is the payment of all outstanding taxes due and payable which include the 
first year’s installment due December 10 and the second year’s installment due April 10.  
A tax clearance is issued from the County Treasurer-Tax Collector's office after 
verification is made that all property taxes for the property being subdivided have been 
paid.  Property taxes become due every November 1 upon the generation of the new 
current year’s tax bills.  Therefore, a new tax clearance is required for all maps on or 
after this date even though a tax clearance may have been issued for a previous tax 
year. 

 
  25.5 Tax Bond Clearance 
  A tax bond is required when any tract or parcel map is eligible for recordation during the 

tax bonding period from January 1 through October 31.  A tax bond is required for all 
taxes due but not yet payable.  Each calendar year a new Bond Estimate Declaration 
(original and 2 copies) must be filed with the Department of Public Works for processing 
with the Los Angeles County Office of the Assessor.  The Assessor’s office calculates 
and determines the tax bond amount.  The tax bond must be paid to the Los Angeles 
County Department of Public Works prior to recordation of any parcel or tract map with 
the Registrar-Recorder’s office.  In addition to a tax bond a supplemental tax bond may 
be required whenever there is a change of ownership or new construction is started.  
The supplemental tax bond must be paid along with its processing fee in addition to the 
regular tax bond prior to the recordation of any parcel map or tract map with the 
Registrar-Recorder’s office.   

 
  25.6 Tax Bond Not Required During the Non-Bonding Period 
  It is important to note that a tax bond is not required if a subdivision is to be filed for 

recordation during the non-bonding period.  The non-bonding period is from November 
1 to December 31. 

 
   
  PDFs to be attached: 
 

 Bond Estimate Declaration Form 

 Agencies Clearing Final Tracts/Parcel Maps which include Office of Assessor and 
Treasurer-Tax Collector Contact Names and Telephone Numbers   

 
 
 
 
 



 
 



  
 
 





 


